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Seer Ed, 

While neither o 1 us lies the time for Skolnick- like. digressions, those 
fa* of us working seriously in the field in which I am and all the neople who can 
benefit from the establishment of truth (which here is no intellectual concept 
elone but involves the integrity of society and its very nature) are in your 
debt for alerting me es you did eerly tne morning of th- 21et. Without it I doubt 
I’d have bean es swere es I wes when he pulled his WCFL ploy and filed that fake 
suit. Aside from the deraege to me, there wes and remains the greatest potential 
for the most sariohs hem in thst entirely erurious action. Because of the time he 
has eoent in legal research, tne provokes wonder, disturbs me deeply, for, white 
*•* get t he. impression of a great ego, I do not get nor have A reason to believe he is 
this thoroughgoingly incompetent. 

However, for the m nt, let us forget motive. 

Vy©hst is the simple fact? 

His is no suit et ell. hadn’t ever asked the .rchives for anything . 

The first thing X did after learning of the suit wes establish tois. iie is totally 
unk own there, hes never written them & letter about anything.. How, then, can he 
charge suppression, in any way, including in court? Over and above this, the lew 
is clear on certain points, vrgue on others. With the Archives the regulations ere 
specific. They are also simple. The lew requires each of these steps be taken es 
a precondition of suit. Anybody cen file any kind of suit for payment of the proper 
fee, but successful, serious litigation also requires the meeting of these legal 
prereoui sites. He hedm’t, hed msde no effort to end, as 1 deemed y cterdsy, was 
entirely unsaware of them. So much for his research end perhaps I have eddressed 
motive. 



I sterted .eying the foundation for suits in 1966. had 1 been able to 
get a lawyer, I T d probably have filed many of tuera. But I so^n learned the mere 
filing of tne suit is not the thing, it is achieving tne purpose of the suit. X have, 
without suit, where I may not have with suit. Ana, once I got e lawyer, M became 
even more careful. I em in a position to file a number of suits but haven’t and am, 
instead, proceeding adminis trsti vely, tediously. There ere some 1 want to file, for 
there is no other way in certain ereas. But in these cases it ia absolutely essential 
to proceed in certain supercautious ways, to avoid the Skolnick syndrome, which 
is fetal. I spent enough time to write e book trying to salvage the incompetent 
suit filed by an exrert pathologist wfcose lawyer was e judge. Fortunately, it 
attracted no attention et all and we have not be n hurt, end they ere nov: starting 
from scratch again, ’■‘‘hisr.is an inevitable consequence when the li&igent regards him- 
self 8s ^ssiah in this field, when his ego dominates. My reason for thst great and 
wasteful labor is tue seme as my worry with Skolnick. Can you Imagine the consequen- 
ces of the greet publicity a government victory in eny such case? Can you realize 
the effect on the willingness of ordinary people or the media to credit anything 
we’d thereafter say? V.he Oarrison, with no preperetion et all pnd less than the 
most serious purposes did the same thing in January 1969, 1 hed to really work. I 
wrdte a book in two weeks and won the suit for him. (I cen’t get thetmthex hot Test 
boKk yet, printed.). 

Sp, Skolnick presented problems other than in the damage he did me. 

I take this time not only beceuee it is your due but because they© sre 
ways in which you can yet help and I hone you ensn find the time. 

% initial instinct wes wrong. It wes to figtit fire wltii fire, to 



SrS.So'S n^ht^ien^^eerned^f^the'^uit^And 1 ^' 2118 ^ 8 ? 068 - reTented this. It 
absolutely hed to do. r>ne *»<= to oonciif A d tae next aay A bed some things I 

an EEC. After going to bed and whne'diLlL tXohf !*“ ^ thln « W0S to hove 
to think it through. Meanwhile, all I did ® ° R neXt dey 1 u * d 

% flnences nreclude chone calls but thi*T! \° D6 r «T»rt«r friend in Chicago, 
ohargeso, who * have backgrounded for Jeers etc aCCS ' !t 6 r ^sal of 

that when S learned he «? my friend a f, tOAa rae whet he 5mew » adding 

only. He also gave me an idea of the'ettentton t-( T y .? D 317 nmae bu t by inference 
“ **“ •u—« »«o * Mt ™ a mbiicity ... S c, ,i. 

tc nut poopl. i 1 l»»lw«rat, I tried o 

ved in. They were unavailable so 1 deotrt«d + - wbet they bed become invol- 

wnose identity A learned from trade sources iL^ snd esl1 Witz » onager of VCFL, 
director, who seems like s decent guy I laid < + ue n °f in and I got ~sgan, news 
men I was able to tell him i n psrf^xee+w 1 ^,^ * s t re i6htforwardly to him. 

seen he understood * knew what i wJs telkiL^tau^iiT^f ^h* 0 th * SUit 1 tod Revor 
worked with S , phone m» back i~tat h<! T to<5 Vehn ’ tne reporter who 

and S am satisfied they are conceded end un T^ l ™ *?t * bU Sh9d e besi8 of trust 
become involved in- end do not went it ’-Vs ’ll“hr v^t “ C8ne<3r cf wnf,t they have 
But I told them they were wa? c -ie to o^e h«i £ ‘ ad 3ee eventuates, 

whet J- nave. I went farthur and asked to or , s ' ntt Rnyone taey trust end see 
filed, predicting we’d nij tne same cc ®! et ° toe of tbe documents S 
m my originals, f 0 r 1 know Skolnick atdr’t ask’ ^ r ® Cber J® tlcs in them toey’d find 
be got whet I hod from my l>iend \unzo on ^bU & s for anything. I know 

investigation forward l not do wnat he did dot W ° ra T b ® W8S ©>ing to carry the 
else write the Archives for him to dnr> i-’oto* n ° , ^bink it unlikely he had anyone 
is the kind of ego that overlooks such simple nieeU^s. WWC11 ^ **** eaoug:h * ** this 

friends, evoided^lTthe reporters^w 1 etc^ md^fi * - C °+ lfl bBVe done wlth ® dia 
witz eerly yesterday c.m, wrote Iucht’a w d Juet thls * 1 ° ls ° '"rote 

Columbia college, S. having ££>£2 them m T ‘ \ Wr ? te tbe ^"^ent of 

ttegan,, he apparently phoned S. s ira ediatelv aLumnd 1 !*’ 181 ’ 5 ' 1 %C ' And * after 1 Phoned 
world, especielly ell of* the Chicago ores spumed I wee phoning everyone lfanthe 

a «bi e, saying nothing. 6 V ° nd te Bnlc efi 1 let him talk for 

OSS, my first. & 0 b was a^belJte^defnse^of iw^ **** TCry young :ri8n * v 'ben I wes in 
for a eertein-dosth assignment aid hed ^ern <* veay breve me h who had volunteered 
1'hey nan lost through rtfK cl^nSj of mif^f ? Jf* M?S fifter 8 ®*PPle brawl, 
legal brains n a d failed. In les= than fir ™ v y ^ U6tice eQ d ell of Donovan’s big 
all of this reversed. To do this ^ ° fflcG ’ 1 - 

he secret was and th- enswer was in seventies Sinoe e th ,eri i nCe lnvesti Sa “ in 0 cartels’ 
usually alert to this device. Ski&nJck ?! ll J f? ea n ° Ve be ^ than 

emeteur and e rank, telegraphing enlteuJ ^ \t i* vl prectition8r a» to me an 
on srd some day you can he-e h» i S! heD ne rhoaed 1 switched the teoe 

aed him of slandering me, a rJJher ■ t«S«rt2t Tttr^V^ 1 ^ d eccus- 

e. tto. ei;u 7 ,L” v 2'c* ”” c,loc “* ala "' t 

O"«»0 1 »{» «P « W 5 "‘"^1 “L F r Sa“? •'*» '*«* ini, 

with me there we. s no nurno°e iv th* es. he etc pec playing such childish games 

it, but he even trJil^tSd £ ToTeJt ^ 1 “f try 8Rd ^ y o» bII of 

pretended not to know Trunzo tL 1 f l l? C , som L of hls essociatesi He 
Phone calls of whica Trunzo had infSmd^I** ^ b ° m be tnie materiel, pretended the 
toist, end other even Shier tSSl L tier £ 0fter taie ee0 ' lrlp * dld 8 °t 
be asked, was I disturbed r\ T ” Ue f?6sc,t Qed «t mel Why. 

” bM - 1 t,>la M * * a “ a " “ tart , ... 



certainly mad at him. Vhy? "Because you ere a crook". I celled him « „r i 

EH?£Tr£S ™-.;r 

1 P ° 1M ' 1 *°°* *“ «» *0 i»«»t »M »• WM to toll, 

i» *«. i: "■ •“»* - *»■ “■ -» 

h ,„ * ne 8 J e r ® Leime<1 1 Wfis calling oil the media and defemine him so I dared 

c irjssr^s^ 

«“ r«r.u» 

Everybody £uf him^ “ S f ° r ^ #tot en egocentric s ^"k! 

heps my call "?* 1 8USpect be felt h « «<*U con me. Per- 

jj my l&j.± io forced His hp.nd. Anvwavs I tH nv 4 . . , 

SKA-sa j; 

° f ~ ss 

at Loot nofS^/JSS. e ° In * *“*' '° UlS «*Mt»oU™ pun™... 

It is my hunch they will undertake e rather difficult chore i-rvir/* +/-. 

Srt U otf e thiB* ee r Uie \ ly r poE&ible » ot withdraw his suit. If I felt I could be 
pert of this, as 1 am inclined to think I snoulfi hot be because 0 /«w Mf !„ 1 

involvement, I tnink I could suggest e simple formulation that would^o it but 
..ee ego will have to be subdued before he’ll consider it. I have ’-mown n*her men of 
good mina s ana unfortunately deforcmed bodies who also devclcr this kind 
doubles the tragedy of the deformity. P alS kind 0i c&0 * Jt 

hup* to T other P thi^ mX ' iL * 18 WhB ” U r ® - ta no *’ ** w111 8000 dawning and I 
H mI , n f I hlngS * cowrver » aside from this ecrvlng as a nemo for me I hone 
it also inai cates to you the delieecy of the situation, the hazard smL^resented 

the' time, yT cln^Ulf ill™ T^Tu"l\^ e Tl *** *** “ 

Sin^rr^rffl^rm-^ n0t ' 1,4 Certelr ‘ ly 6 precl8te t'ne y^made.S^L is 
irs 6ca 1 tolnk 8 copy Of the suit with ettachments. 1 al s0 need anv 

questions to ll ILZll 

Sstrof°time! rry 8b0Ut th ° typoeE * n ° ?e y° u csn d ope them out without g?eet 

Sincerely, 



